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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


ON THE LAW OF TI ABIT IN CONNECTION WITH PAITH, 


There is no exercise of the human mind, whether nataral or spiritual, 


which has not its laws of origin and progress, ‘This remark is applicable to | 
faith, as well as to every other inward principle. 


One of the most general laws of our mental nature, is the law of habit. 


The law of nant, in its application to the principles of the mind, may be — 


expressed by saying, that itis the facility and strength of action, resulting 
from frequent exereise or repetition, The perceptive powers, the memory, 
the power of reasoning, the aflvetions, all invigorate themselves under 
the influence of this mighty law. ‘The same can be said of faith. Faith, 
unexercised, becomes weak; faith, in frequent exercise, becomes strong. 
He, who believes frequently, will believe energetically; while he, who puts 


forth the act of beligf only at distant intervals, will find the impotency of ie | 


faith corresponding to the infrequency of its exercise. 
And, in accordance with this general view, it is related of some pious per- 


sons, Who have distinctly seen the connection between a strong faith, and 


the life of God in the soul, that they have endeavored to sustain. and 
strengthen acts of faith, by acts of the will. They have said, “I will believe.” 
“Tam determined not to doubt.” | | 

In reading some account of the experience of a pious person, Who is said 
to have died in the triumphs of faith, I find the following expressions: “1 
have given God my undivided heart; believing that he does accept of it, and 
believing that the blood of Christ cleanseth us from all sin. Like a stone which 
the builder takes, and puts on the foundation, so do I lie on Christ’s blood 
and God’s promises; giving God my soul and body a living sacrifice, and 
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covenanting with him never to doubt more. My language is, I will believe. 
~[ will sooner die than doubt.” And we may add, it is very proper, end it 
seems to us indispensable on the part of those, who wish to live the life of 
faith, that they should not only watch against unbelief, but that they should ‘ 
resolve against unbelief. | 
This course is sometimes objected to. It is said, and in a general view of 
the subject is said very correctly, that belief ought to rest upon evidence. and 
“not upon volition. The objection, however, is divested of validity, when it is 
understood, that the act of volition is not designed to bave an influence 
independently of evidence, but in accordance with it, and in its support. 
Such. have been the results of long-continued habits of doubting, that the facul- 
ty of belief, when exercised upon religious subjects, seems to have lost its ap- 
propriate power. It has become ina degree paralyzed, and its assent fails 
to be given, where it obviously ought to be. Under such circumstances it is 
obvious, that an.act of the will may not only be proper, but that it 1s neces- 
sary. The mind, in consequence of having become in some degree disor- 
dered, stands in need of the aid, which a purpose or resolve of the will is 
‘qsleilated to give. A person, for instance, has given himself to God in the 
act of consecration; he has an inward conviction, in accordance with what 
‘is really the case, that he has placed all upon the divine altar. And he 
knows from the Scriptures, that God is pledged to receive all who are in 
this situation; and that, in accordance with his promises, he will be, and 
that he is now, a friend and father to them; and that all such persons are, 
and will be, so long as they continue in a state of consecration, encircled and 
blessed in his paternal love. All] this he knows to be true, because state- 
ments and promises 6f this kind, and to this effegs, are abundantly announced 
in the Scriptures. But it is true, notwithstanding, that he finds a creat | 
difficulty in taking these promises home to himself, ‘They are written, but 
they are not received ; ; they are applicable to his own ease, but they are not 
applied. He has so Jong disbelieved, that the very faculty of believing, as 
already has been intimated, may be said to be struck with a palsy. . ; 
It certainly seems incapable of moving and acting effectually, ‘until it is 
encouraged and aided by some accessory influence. And a portion of this 
influence is a volition, or firm resolve, embodied in the declaration, “I will 
believe,” which I understand to be the same thing with saying, and nothing 
more than saying, “1 will no longer yield to doubts, which I have found to 
be unreasonable, and which I know te be destructive. The evidenee of God, 
to which Satan, taking advantage of my former evil habits 
shall have its effect. LI will receive it.” 
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, would blind me, 


The results of personal experience sustain the views which have been 
taken. ‘Those persons, wlio have: been inwardly convinced, that the pro- 
mises of God ought to control their belief, and those who have endeavored - 


to secure this result by resolves, or purposes ealeulated to diminish the 


effects of former habits of unbelief, have found themselves blessed in it. 
The susceptibility of belief, which had been weakened and almost prostra- 
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ted in its action, has in this way become invigorated. And not only this, it 
is continually increasing its facility and strength of movement by each re- 
" peate “Lexercise. The powerful law of habit lends its aid. So that the ex- 
ercise of faith, which once seemed the most difficult thing, is now found to 


BISILOP HAMLINE’S ADDRESS. 


’ The address of Bishop Hamline, at the clase of the Oneida Annual Con- 
Secicce. seems to have been principally on his favorite theme — Christian 
Holiness. We are happy. to present his remarks as reported by the North-— 
ern Advocate. We commend them to the especial attention of our minis- 
terial brethren. — Ep. 


6 


When the: preliminary business was all finished, and the jour- 
nal read up, Brother Dodge was called to the desk to lead in our 
concluding devotions ; whick he did in a very edifying manner. | 

Re bishop now proceeded to give us his parting address, 
After congratulating the Conference on the decorum and kind 
feeling with which the business of the session had been disposed’ 
of, Wy eave us, as his last parting words, an earnest and feeling 
to holiness. yorced that an unusual number of 
the members of the Oneida Annual Conference enjoyed the 
blessing of perfect love. While such were laid under great obli- 
gations to make their lives correspond to their profes sion, the 
others had an additional motive to obtain the blessing, in the CX- 
ample, the society of these holy men. “ You will be. less useful 
cela they. W ould) you lave the blessing ? preach it as Mr. . 
Wesley did, justification by faith. Preach, it first because it is a 
Bible doctrine : ; and when you experience it, preach it because you | 
have it. Oh, brethren, experience this blessing ,and then you will 
Jove the Bible because it is holy; will love God because he is 
holy ; the Spirit will be dear to you because he is holy ; you will 
Want to go to heaven because it is a holy place — will delight in 
~all the means of grace because they are holy. Jloliness! wh 
sell, and every thing worldly wall be lost in the thought of ball. 
ness; you will be like I;dwards, who felt like a little flower, 
drinking in the dew and the sunbearns of heaven in silent and 
rapt delight. Read about Wesley and Fletcher — peruse the 
writings of Merritt and Upham — keep the subject continual 
before you. Pray and read —read those parts of the Bible 
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especially that command and promise holiness, and you will feel 
as though you could read, and think, and seek for nothing else, 
And when THUS seeking, the Spirit will come to you and fil you 


with the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of peace. You will 


be tempted, — ‘ What, is it possible that so vile a person, so un- 


worthy, in a world so wicked, in a church where so few profess 


the blessing — is it possible that I should be holy’ You will be 


tempted sometimes to doubt your own belief in the doctrine. 


Many have to go through this strait gate. But though dark- 
ness gather, prospects fade, still pursue ; — avoid every thing that 


will divert your attention from the glorious prize. 


« Brethren, we must be holy in our lives. How does the world- 
ling make up his mind about religion? From your preaching? 


~ No; he follows you into the world and judges of your religion 
by. your life. We should be prepared to invite this scrutiny. 


Paul welcomes it —courts it. He says, ‘ Be ye followers of me 
as I am also a follower of Christ.’ What does Paul mean ? Why, 
copy me and you copy Christ! Follow me! Now, brethren, how 


‘many of us can say to our people, follow me? Is it safe for them 
‘to follow us? Do as we do: ; omit all we omit; talk as we do; 
keep the same company that we keep? But, brethren, Paul had 


no privilege that we have not. God will do every thing for us, 
if necessary, that he did for Paul, even to the calling us up to 
the third heaven. When Paul came back he gave him a thorn 
in the flesh, and ‘he will give us one if we need it. The same 
spirit that sanctified Paul will sanctify us. ‘The same means of 
grace that were given to Paul, are given to us; there | is no change. 
Let us then be as holy as Paul was. ; rey 

“ We call it loving God with all the heart; and is there not. 
something lovely in this? . God gave himself wholly tous. God — 


Joves us with all the heart. Do you doubt it?) I do not mean 


that he loves man exclusively, but infinitely. Look at the cross, 


see the dying Emanuel. God loves you with all the heart. 


There is the proof on the cross. God, the infinite God, loves 
you with an infinite love. And now what will we do? Love 
him with a part of the heart; a part of our feeble love? Youare 
wholly redeemed, bring all your redeemed powers and affections 
into your work ; then your work will prosper — you will get souls 
converted. What awork! Ask yourselves, am I a minister of 


the gospel, converted and commissioned by God? Yes. Well, 


where is there a creature of God so exalted? Look at Gabriel — 


his holy origin — his high estate; yet he never will be able to 


sing of the redeeming ‘taal of Christ : Gabriel never saved a soul. 
Should an archangel appear in this ‘congregation to-night; and 
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should one of these sinners say to him, ‘ What must I do to be 
saved?’ he would say, I cannot tell you; I never sinned, was 


never convicted, never converted. Go to the minister, he has — 


been through it all ;—go to him, brethren, no other being is SO 


proper an instrument: in the work of salvation. as man ; “and if 
you do the work of a minister, as you may, you will doa work | 


which Gabriel cannot do. 
«TL was a great work to create man, but. your work is beyond 
that. If God should command you to make a w orld, it would not 
be so high a commission as the gospel — the work of saving souls 


of exalting the human soul and body to a higher state of feli- 


city than Eden ever knew. The human and the divine natures 
would never otherwise have been brought so near to cach other 
as they have been by redemption. And if faithful, brethren, 


there is po angel in heaven that will be so high at last as you. 


If an angel should propose to-night to change ‘places s with us — 
take our privations, toils and sutlerings, and. our final reward — 
we would not accept; ‘ No,’ we each would say, ‘I am selecting 
jewels for the Redeemer’ s crown. 


“Go forth then, brethren, to your ¢ olorious work. Some of you 


will die the present year. I know not who. But what is it for 


a Christian minister to die? Death will look beautiful. We 
shall read in the report that in sickness you were happy,.in death 
you were triumphant. — Some of you will be sanctified this year. 
Wiile pouring | out your hearts before God in your chamber, or 
in the field, the Holy One of Israel will come down, and enable 


you to say exultingly, ‘Now I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in- 


me, and the life IT now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 


who hath loved me and given himself for me.’ Some of you will 


go forth to witness revivals of religion, Go praying, labor, urge 


the people to pray, and [ trust you will return with increase, 


some fifty and some an hundred fold.” 

With these and other encouraging remarks, delivered amidst 
the tears and prayers and thanksgivings of the Conference, the 
bishop closed up a session, which will long be remembered for 
its peace, and the deeply pious .influence it has left behind. 


~ Woman was made of a rib out of the side of Adam ; not 
made out of his head, to top him; not out of his feet, to be 
trampled on by him ; but out of his side, to be equal with him ; 


_ under his arm, to be protected ; and near his heart, to be be- 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


EVERY DAY EXPERIENCE. 


; 


~ 


(Continued,) 


ane : May 10.—For a short season, last night, was severely tried by a pres 
ob id sure of evil suggestions. I seemed to be entangled as ina net. While stgug- 
i ie | @ -gling for free Spiritual breath, and asking i in anguish of spirit, can I hold on, 
* ioe and hold out, and continué to reckon myself holy to the Lord, this passage, 
“He suffered, being tempted,” came powerfully to my relief. There was 
cane rg strength in the thought, that temptation was not necessarily sin; that Jesus 
Hie o knew and sympathized in my anguish: that he was presenf, and that by his 
‘¢ ey authority this blessed passage was brought to my mind. Thus was my 
ti i grief and disturbance of mind changed to a calm, settled repose, and I slept, 
—It was like reclining on the bosom of Jesus. 
4.— Memorable day! spent in delightful social intercourse, in, 
ee prayer and praise, and holy conversation with a beloved member of the 
“yf household of faith, While conversing on doing the whole will of our Father, 
ea we found our minds enlightened, and increased in spiritual understanding 


and knowledge of his will. Such interviews, where heart meets heart, are 

grateful indeed, and refreshing even as the streams of water to an eastern 
traveller. Sometimes I have questioned, whether I did not neglect too much 
the customary social intercourse. If so, it arises in part from a fear of find 

ing such intercourse unprofitable to myself, and to others. There are visits 
of mercy, to the sick, the poor, the afflicted, which admit of no question, and 
which I hasten to perform; but other calls, the customary calls of society, 
admit of a question in my mind, can I thereby do good, and glorify God ? 
‘Still would not restrict myself to any rigid rule of duty, knowing that 
wherever the Lord calls his children to go, he can there bless, and make 
them a blessing. But to be “unspotted from the world,” without a mark ¢ or 
sign of worldliness, and yet in the world, is a difficult lesson. 

July 11.— Have enjoyed of late sweet fellowship with Jesus,—have had a 
view of him as my companion by the way; as my Beloved, on whose’arm I 
am to lean through my earthly pilgrimage; to whom Iam to look up, for 
counsel and guidance ; yea, who is Himself engaged to watch over my steps, - 


yet and keep me from falling ; who is the bridegroom and protector of my soul 5 

Bike. one engaged to support, defend and bless me. oe, 
: eh AG July 16.— “Is any thing too hard for the Lord?” Can He not renew the 


heart in holiness, and preserve it holy? Is it not his desire we should be 
A holy; and while my own desires concur with his will, can the malice of 
a ©, ___ devils prevent it; have they any power at all against God ? against man, when 
‘) a his strength and reliance is in God? Whatever others may do-or doubt, I 
must, if I stand alone, as did Abraham, believe God. I know what He has 
promised He is able to accomplish. Let me alone, ye fiends of darkness, 
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LIGHT. 


and ye unbelievers in the church of Christ. I cannot graduate my faith by 
yours. I must believe in God, to fulfil his word, his will in me now, even 
now. ‘Thus shall the world know there is a God, who killeth the life of self, 
the natural man, and raiseth up that heart, a holy temple, for his worship, 
his praise. I thank God, for increasing faith in the doctrine of present Sanc- 
tification, for a firmer grasp upon the truths of lis wor ‘d.. I find the way of. 
holiness less and less encumbered with difficulties. I can more easily dis-_ 
tinguish between temptation and actual sin: a point which has often much 
perplexed and distressed ine. 
To know more and more of God; yea, as much as mor tal can know, has 
been my desire of late. But while considering to-day his greatness, his 
power, I found my mind unprofitably lost in the vast contemplation; then 
how gratefully I turned my eye to Jesus, as God revealed; as the’'God IT can 
study ; whose ways I may imitate ; ital precepts I may follow. Says 
Paul, I desire to know nothing, but Jesus, and Tim crucified. Ifenceforth 
be- this the desire of my heart, to know Christ, in order to be like Lim. 
Yes, Christ shall be my lesson ; _— thou O Holy Ghost my teacher, for, 
says Christ, “He shall testify of me.” O Holy Ghost, my teacher and com- 
forter, sacrificing joyfully all other know ledge, I come to Thee, to aecomplish 
in me thine own oflice work. Behold me ready (or, if not, make me so) to_ 
receive the knowledge of Christ. Thou hast taught me the way of salvation 


through Him. Do thou teach me ‘algo the wi ay of lite by Him, by his exam- 
_ple, his precepts. V. W. 


LIGHT, 


{* Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.” Ps. xevii. 2, 


“That ye should show forth the praises of Him, who hath called you out of darkness into 
his marvellous light.” 1 Peter 


THe sower sows his seed for the upright. 
In good and consecrated soil laid ; 
He plants the sunbeam, sows celestial light, 
That, rising, seatters far all gloom, all shade. 
See, how it comes over the distant mountains, 
Gilding the East, rejoicing in the West ; 
Not separate streams, but. gushing forth j In fountains, 
— Shedding its rays around the ransomed breast. 
| Litt up thine eye; the sons of God behold ; 
No clouds are near them; but on every side 
I'low rivers, as it were instinct with gold, 
Mingling anal crossing in one endless tide. 
Visions of glory fill their raptured sight; 
Their element, their home, is light, celestial light. 


| 
" 
| 
‘ 
| 
P 

| 

J 

4 

tJ 

| 

a 
| 
4 

ar 
q 

4 

4 

} 

=~ ~~ 


104 GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


be 
- ¥ 


Sete 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection, 


PASSAGES FROM THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF ‘THE 
PIOUS CATHERINE ADORNA. 


(TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH.) 


OF TIER KNOWLEDGE OF HERSELF AND OF GOD. —_ OF . THE 
ALL OF GOD, AND THE NOTHING OF THE CREATURE. 


J.— This truly devoted and holy woman had a knowledge of herself, more 
profound and admirable, than can be readily conceived of. She was so pu- 
rified from worldly influences, so illuminated by the Holy Spirit, so united 

-and transformed into God her Beloved, that she seemed not only to live a 
higher life, but to speak another and a higher language ; a language angeli- 
cal aud divine. Her words breathed of heaven; and though their divine im-- 
port could net be understood by a worldly mind, they are full of precious 
meaning to those, Whose souls are dead to the world, and like her’s who 
uttere d them, are hungering and thirsting after God. 

2.—'There was hardly any subject, on which she dwelt more than that 
of receiving all from God. The free; the abundant grace of God, was her 
great theme. Her perceptions on this subject were so clear, that she could 
not help regarding man, independeutly of the erace of God, as essentially a 
devil: differing from fallen spirits chiefly in the circumstance of his having 
a material body. - She was in the habit of saying, that if it were possible for 
her, by any process of severe toil and suffering, to reegmpense God for his 
goodness so as to be no longer his debtor, she would feel unhappy in doing 
it. She loved to feel, that she had nothing of her own; that she owed all to 
her heavenly Father. If there is any evil in me, she said, I perceive clearly, 
that itis from myself; from my own fallen ahd perverted inclinations. And 
if there is any good, either in myself or in others, | have a conviction equally 
decided, that all is from God and God alone. Without God, woe is me! 
Tam no better than Satan. Yea, 1am worse than Satan, for I have sinned 
against greater favors and privileges than he has. Ifan angel from heaven 
showtd toll me, that there is some good in myself, independently of God, I 
could not, I would not believe it. I see too clearly, that all good is in God 
alone ; and that in myself, independently of divine grace, there is, and can_ 
be, only evil. 

3.— She knew admirably well, and far ‘better than most other: persons, In 
what the true sanctification of the heart consists. The purity of her heart 
gave a clearness and brightness to her interior eye, so that she could see 
clearly the wonderful things of God, and appreciate his infinite claims on his 
creatures. She knew that they owed Him all. “'Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and soul, and mind, and strength.” She placed 
all moral and religious perfection where God has placed it, in pertect love. 
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Soon after her conversion, she used this language, “ O Lord, I desire Thee 
with all my powers. Thow hast taught me, by the clear light which thow hast in- 
wardly imparted, that love, which exists in purily, can never rest satisfied, till il ex- 


ists in perfected fulness. Ovmy beloved Lord, if I could foresee that I should fa 


even in the smallest degree of rong thee with the whole heart, 1 should die with 
grief. 

4,— From an early period of her religious life, she seems to have given 
herself entirely to God. But as she was continually applying herself to 
know divine truth, and the way of holy living, she made rapid growth in 
grace. She said, the love, with which I love my Beloved, although at any 
given moment it appears to be complete and pertect, grows stronger and 
stronger every day. She said, she could not support the idea of giving to 


God an imperfect or defective love, however small that defeet or impertec- 


tion might be. As she looked back, however, from her more advanced ex- 
perience, she acknowledged, that she sometimes discovered imperfections 
and defects in ber former religious experience, Which were not visible, and 
of which she was not conscious at the time. It would seem from her ex- 
pressions, and so far ag she was able to judge from her own consciousness 


in the case, that she loved God and his blessed will with a truly holy and 


unreserved affection; so faras she had knowledge of what God is, and of 
what he requires, | And accordingly the growth in her: religious affections, 
of which she speaks, seems to have been that natural strengthening and 
growth of holy love, which might be expected to exist in connection with 
new and more expanded. views of God’s character and of her own duties. 
And on the other hand, those deficiencies, which she discovered at any 
given time, in looking back upon her antecedent experience, seems to have 
been detects founded upon weakness of perception and errors of judgment, 
rather than to have been absolutely inherent in the act of love. 

3. —O the grace of God! O the purity of God! The pooilness of God! 
Such, were the sweet and devout expressions, and many others like them, 
Which dropped from time to time involuntarily from her lips. Human 
actions, she said, which once appeared beautitul as the sun, are now shorn 
of their brillianey. All true moral and ‘religious beauty is from God alone. 


_ And how can actions fail to appear obscured and polluted, which spring 


from the life of the creature, in distinction from. the Inspiration of God! 
Those, who are purified and transformed into God, possess an intuitive per- 
ception.” They may be said to see without eyes, and to understand without 
the ordinary methods of understanding, God is their Teacher. And under 
this blessed aud divine teaching, they have learned, as they have never 
understood before, what truth is, what purity is. God net only teaches them, 
but gives himself to them. By divine grace, 1 am enabled to say, God is 
mine. And [ can say further, every thing is mine. Ido not go into distine- 


tions, and say, this is mine, or thal is mine, But Tsay, God is mine; every | 
thing belongs to God; and [ have an inward conviction, which is better. 


understood than expressed, that in the possession of God I have all Uist God 
has. 
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6. — I sometimes think of the saints in glory. But it is impossible for me 
to think of them as beatified and glorified in themselves. I cannot think of 
their holiness and glory in any other light, than as reflections from the divine | 
holiness and glory. No matter whether he be man or angel, no‘being can 
be any thing in God until he has become nothing in himeelf When the 


emptiness of the creature is filled with the fulness of God, then ean it be 


said, in accordance with the scripture representation, that God dwells in the 
creature, and the creature in God. When, therefore, I think of the saints in 
glory, [think of the glory, not as theirs, but God’s. God is the sun, from 
which the original brightness proceeds; and they are the smaller lights, 
that twinkle in the vast infinity around, with a beauty and splendor, which 

are reflected from the splendor and beauty of the central illumination. 


TIE RELIGION OF HEAVEN IS LOVE. 


In heaven all are greatly beloved. All bear the image of God 
in righteousness and true holiness ; all are of the same family, for 
the family j is one; all have one way in every thing they say or 
do; and all have one end in view, and that is the slory of God. 
Yet some will have more of the divine nature than others; and 
some will be found in the foremost ranks before the throne. 
Those will be the highest in our esteem; but God will be au 


in aun. This is the substance of religion, including all its life 


and power, and all its high honors and } permanent alorics. 
‘And will all love and be beloved? Then there will be no 


fraud, no injustice, no oppression, no cruelty in heaven ; for love 


will produce pure affections, sweet concord, and mutual good 


will, widely extending to every individual in ‘the creat family of 


God. And whatever high attachments may be formed to them 
who excel in knowledge “and holiness, there will not be any nar- 
row partiality that will injure or offend the lowest orders of holy 


and happy spirits. They will ever be affectionately regarded as 
the sons of God, and as heirs of a blessed immortality, 


Love will be an everlasting bond of union to all the heavenly 
intelligences. If that were to fail, in any degree, the world 
above would no longer be a place of perfect felicity. Discord 
and jealousy would arise ; and these would mar the happiness of 
all. But every one will be loved without any variation, accord- 
ing to his real worth: and every one will be admired by all who 
know him, according to his real excellence. Beyond this mark 
no intelligent spirit can go; and no one will ever stop short of 


this love and for all around him. 
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THE RELIGION OF HEAVEN IS LOVE. 


Truth is an object of love in heaven. We lay it down as a 
maxim, which will not be disputed, that truth is lovely in the eyes 
of all the wise and the good. And are not all the inhabitants of 
heaven wise and good > And if they love truth, both in its prin- 
ciple and effects, will they not pursue it without ceasing? It is 
to them a constant theme of holy contemplation, and a subject of 


frequent conversation. They desire to improve in the knowledge — 
of truth, that they may love God more perfectly, and render 


higher services to the great object of their love. And is not this 
a principle of true religion, that will never cease to operate in the 
world of light and clory 

A mere knowledge of truth, without love and obedience, is but 


of little value ; but when it w orks under the influence of love, its. 
value is incalculable. But in the regions of glory, truth, love, . 


and obedience walk in close union, ‘and keep pace with each 
other. If it were not so,a knowledge of truth might be con- 
nected, as it is in all apostate spirits, with hatred atid disobe- 
dience ; and that would disturb the peace of heaven, and obscure 


the clory of its inhabitants. We frequently see this fact exempli- | 
fied, in the conduct of those learned men who are without God 


in the world. 

But in the world above all are actuated by truth. When any 
new discovery is made, cither in the perfections or works of God, 
it produces higher degrees of love, and higher acts of obedience. 
They feel the power of truth, submit to its authority, and follow 


its sacred dictates. Blind obedionan Which is the offspring of 


slavish fear, is neither pleasing to God, nor profitable to his crea- 
tures; but enlightened obedience, springing from love, is highly 
acceptable to our Heavenly Father. This. truth will apply to 


holy spirits, not only in heaven, but in every part of the wide | 


empire of the Lord our God ; for by this their mental powers:are 
enlarged, their aflections are spiritualized, and their conduct is 
reculated. 

Hence a love of truth, constantly followed by these practical 
results, lead the spirits of the just to higher enjoyments, and to 
higher honors. As their mental powers enlarge, their capacity 
for enjoyment is enlarged; and when that is the case, honor 
keeps pace with pleasure ; - for he who enjoys most of God, stands 
the highest in the ce Jestial ranks. <A love of truth, and of all that 
Is truly excellent, is the soul of all enjoyments and honors. But 
that which is false j is deceitful and destructive ; and its fruit, like 
the forbidden tree of Iden, is of a deadly quality. 

All the inhabitants of the heavenly world love holiness. But 
whiat is holiness ? Jfow many graces and virtues does it include? 
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We reply, It is the absence of all evil, and the presence of all 
good. It includes every virtue and every grace, with every thing 
that i is lovely, and every thing that is excellent and desirable. It 

comprehends goodness, mercy, and truth ; righteousness, justice, 
and equity ; with all other excellencies that are fit and proper for 
the peace and safety, happiness and honor, of immortal spirits in 

the kingdom of God. Where it is found in perfection there is 
nothing that is wrong, nothing that 1s hurtful, and nothing that is 
dishonorable ; but every thing that is night, every. tying th that. 
useful, and every thing that is great and dignified.® | 

That. religion which inclutles a predominant love of holiness 
is worthy of that God who is its author and its end; and it isa 
religion that cannot change, in the smallest 1ota, ‘while he endures. 
It implies a high state of perfection, and holy spirits love it, 

_ because it is agreeable to their pure nature. ‘They love and ad- 
‘mire that transcendant holiness which is seen in God; and they 
love it, as it appears in a lower degree, in every heavenly spirit. 
It is loved in all its varied operations, because it promotes the . 
happiness of the creature, and the glory of the creator. But 
what is religion without ee And what is holiness without 
love? Love promotes holiness, and holiness promotes love. 
These cannot be separated; and what God has joined: let no 

man try to put asunder. 

The reign of pure love makes heaven a Jovely place. Who 
would not ‘desire to dwell in the courts above, where the pure 
fire of celestial love burns and glows in every heart; and where, 
like the fire on the Jewish altar, it will never go out? Lev. vi. 
13. Surely such a place must be happy beyond description. 
There is one heart, one way, and one end, in heaven; and that 
way is holiness, and that end is the divine glory. [low this 
world sinks when compared with that! What are all its riches, 
all its honors, or all its pleasures, but vanity, and vexation of the 
spirit? We talk of the pleasures of religion, but where love is 
wanting all is an aching void; but love is aad in perfection, 
and pleasures are perfect i In the realms of glory. 

These observations on love are verified, both by the Old Tes- 
tament and the New. Moses commanded the children of Israel 
to love the Lord their God with all their heart, Deut. vi. 5. Jesus 
assures us that the two great commandments of the law are love 
to God, and love to our neighbor, Matt. xxii. 837-39. And _ the 
apostle Paul affirms, that is fulfilling of the law,” Kom. 


xiut. 10. All religious sects have their frvorivte dogmas, but there 
is no real religion. without love. — Epmonson. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


EXPERIENCE OF A LITTLE ONE. 


3k. Nang, — Knowing that “ children,’ as well as “ young 
men and fathers,” compose the readers of your excellent. Ginn, 
[ have thought perhaps an extract. oce asionally from the Diary af 
one of the little Ones hot be uninteresting to some of the 
children. LT leave it to your better judgment to decide, without 
fear of your being bl: ned should you think best not to Insert It. 
Yours in love, 


July 20, 18-44. 


July 10, 1344. —T have been led of |: ate to meditate much on 
the attributes of God: what he is in and of hiuasclf, and what he 
has done for a fallen world, and especially forame, an unworthy 
worm of the dust. In looking over my past life, T find that good- 
ness and mercy have followed me all ny days. “The sinall taper, 
lit up on the mean altarof my little heart twenty-cight years ago, 
has never been extinguished. but has continued to burn with in- 
creasing light and lustre from that happy eve to the present pe- 
riod. ‘The same cloud goes before me by day and by night; the | 
sane rock and crystal fountain; the same ark of the covenant, 
with its golden merey-seaf, over which rest the cherubine and the 
great Shekinah, as When first started on my through 

wilderness. | 

In contrasting the pre sent with ‘Hi pee progress I now. 
emake and the victories | daily achteve, with the crooked steerage | 
[ used to make, and the difliculties T found in. the way,— | tind 
that I have now learned a more excellent way. | do not know 

tliat [love the public and private means of grace any better now 
hal I did the first years of my religious experience, but I have 
learned a more excellent way of discharging the duties and bear- 
ing the crosses connected with these means. The private duties 
of religion, such as secret prayer, searching the scriptures, com- 
ing out from the world aud being separate, | did not esteem 
crosses, owing to the great pleasure | had in doing them; but 
praying and speaking in public, reproving sin, visiting the poor 
sick and praying with them: these were for years. great. 
crosses; and for a time I discharged them only to escape con- 
demnation, which I always dreaded as a child does the rods: It 
was not long before | found there was a great reward in keeping. 


the commands, —a_ present salvation accompanied the teachings 
10 
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tions. under which his grace placed me, to love, serve, and obey 


annihilation, as I never have been, and doubt that I ever shall be 
able to. describe. 


ever done; abd such a shortness in all, it seemed to me, that in- 
stead of doing what I had done as unto the Lord, | had all my 


among ten thousand, and the one altogether lovely, — and who 
could help loving him? I knew, too, that I had striven to render 
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of the Holy Ghost ; and with an eye to the recompense of the 
present reward, | have from that time till within about two 
months past, been endeavoring to yield a perfect obedience. 
But, praise the Lord, I have since learned a@ more excellent way. 
About two months ago, after bearing the cross and receiving my 
reward, I was led to meditate very deeply on the boundless 1 mer- 
cy, love, and faithfulness of God to me, and the infinite obliga- 


him while [ lived. All in a moment I felt such a spirit of praise, 
such overwhelming joy, such a deep humiliation of soul and self- 


It appeared to me, I would give the world to be able to dis- 
charge one of the ten thousand “obligations under which Infinite 
Love had laid me. In analyzing the feelings, the affections, the 
motives which had prompted me to all my obedience and love, 1 
could see nought but selfishness written on the best deeds I had 


life been serving self. I had no condemnation, but a clear wit- 
ness that all L had, and self too, for a long time had been conse- 
crated a willing sacrifice to God ; but this seemed to me only: 
dust in the balance — it weighed nothing. I knew that I had 
long loved the Lord with all my heart ; but to this I could attach 
no virtue, for the object of my love was love itself; his name and | 
nature was love ; he was the perfection of beauty, the chiefest 


a perfect obedience to all his commands ; ; yet neither to this could 
1 attach any virtue, because his commands were righteous, just, 
‘and good; and he had never sent me a warfare, or on the slight- 


est errand, at my own expense, but always gave mea talent to 


start with, and a weight of glory on my return. With all the 


self-abasement of a weeping Mary at Jesus’s feet, J lifted my 
eyes to God, and cried : — 


“ Dust and ashes is my name. 
No good word, or work, or thought, 
Bring I to buy thy grace. 
Pardon I accept unbought, 
Thy proffer I embrace.” 4 


No wonder that David, while trembling under the glorious 
weight of these obligations, cried out, ‘‘ What shall I render 


unto the Lord for all his benefits?”’ and no wonder, too, after 
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being taught by the Holy Ghost, that “the sole return his orace 
requires, is that we ask for more,” he should say, “I will, take 
the cup of salvation (drink a fresh draught) and call upon the 
name of the Lord.” And no wonder, too, that the poet, while 
beholding as ina glass the glory of the Lord, should cry out : — 


“JT loathe myself when God I see, 
~. And into nothing fall, 
Content that Thou exalted be, 
And Christ be all in all. 


I, too, standing on the grave of poor, mean self, with my feet 
on the neck of | my enemy, and my eye on the King tn-his beauty, 
and the land which. is very far off, would exclaim : — “ Now 
unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly, above all that: 
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto 
him be glory tn the church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, 
world ogi end. Amen.” Praise God. I know lam now 
walking inthe more excellent way. Love drives my chariot 
wheels, adng self and the world in the distance, while Christ 
and his rizhteousness sway their mild and peaceable sceptre 
throughout the soul. and Gratitude, the main-springs of 
the heart, impel me onward in the. discharge of duties and in the 
narrow way, with a velocity I never before-realized. ‘The duties 
I now do and the crosses L now bear, I do as unto the Lord ; not 
with an eye to the recompense of a present reward, but with a_ 
single eye to glorify God, which is, I think, the more excellent 
way. And why I think it the more excellent way, ts because of 
the sacred sweetness and excellent glory which hovers round the 
cross, Whenever l embrace it with self crucified and buried in the 
crave of my adorable Lord. ‘ O, to grace how great a debtor,” 
is the constant ery of my heart. I feel that the goodness of God 
has laid me under obligations, deep as the sea and high as the 
heavens are above the earth ; and were it not that my faith, hope 
and confidence in Ged neeenacd and grew with these obligations, 
I should sink beneathttheir weight. Old things are passing away - 
and all things are becoming new; I am passing over new ground. 
livery day new beauties are unfalding. new duties and crosses 
are prese nting ; the Way grows narrower and narrower > the licht 
shines clearer and clearer; and my poor soul triumphs more and 
more in redeeming grace and dying love. Praise God, O my 
soul, that Christ ever condescended to open a correspondence 
with such a wormas Tam. Surely he keeps me as the apple of 
his eye; and asa fond mother anticipates the wants of the babe 
on her bosom, so my heavenly Father anticipates all my needs, 
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and supplies them “according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus.” He leads me out into green pastures and beside still 
waters, carries all my burthens, and when | come to a rough and | 
dangerous place in the way, feuds me by the hand or carrics’ me 
in his bosom. When I am weary, he rocks me in the promises, 


and never leaves me day or night in the care of strangers, but 


sives his angels charge over me; and when I sleep, and when | 

wake, he ts always round me... O ! who can help loving such a 
Father, such a Shepherd, such a.God? Sooner let my eye sink 
in death, and my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, than | 


cease to praise, or otler the sacrifice of a grateful heart, — for it 
was while doing this, that I found the more excellent way. 


A Lrerir One. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


RELIGIOUS EXPERTENCE. 


Dear Brorner, — Having, for little more than six years, pub- 


licly professed the religion of Jesus Christ, and as I humbly trust, 


daily known that it is good to serve the Lord, I awfully fear, 
that, sould I shrink from declaring to the world publicly what 


Goi hath done for my soul, should: secrete in the napkin the 


talent that my blessed Savior has committed to my trusf, saying 
“ Occupy till | come.” And knowing that my Lord and Master, 


in his wisdom, said to those mending their nets, Follow me, and 
— was obeyed, cual will endeavor, in 1 the strength of God, to do like- 


wise. 


From early ehildiood I have been blessed with the instructions 
of pious and faithful parents, who consecrated me to God, in the 
covenant made with Abraham and his seed after him, being an 
everlasting covenant, which, you know, conferred upon me the 
greatest blessings and privileges that we can pessibly here enjoy. 


J likewise, in a Very abundant manner, enjoyed all the ordinary 


means of grace, during the days of my childhood and youth, 
until [ arrived at the age of nineteen years, when, by my own 
urgent request, my dear father permitted me to leave the parental 
roof. With the prayers and tears of my beloved parents, that 
their child might be protected on the briny deep, and arrive safe 
at the place m3 destination, which was the ony of Boston, I bade 

them adieu for a season. 


A new world was now presented to my view. I was no longer 
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under the ever-watchful eye of my dear parents, who had ever 
checked the natural propensity of my heart to lightness and van-— 
ity and a strong desire to join with the giddy and thoughtless in — 
what T considered innocent mirth. TI felt that the means of hap- 
piness was now within my reach, my dear father supplying me 
with clothing and money for a sufficient length of time to learn a 
trade. I boarded in a family of the first respectability, who treat- 
ed me with the utmost kindness, and which I now with gratitude 
remember. Yet O, how different from my own dear. father’s 
family! No domestic altar, no catechisms on the Sabbath for the 
children, and their attendance on public worship undeserving the 
name. ‘This state of things at first seemed shocking indeed : 
for though I knew nothing of religion experimentally, yet Lalways 
revereficed the outward fore’, and really believed, that if ever 
entered heaven, T must be converted. But, after a while, things 
seemed very well. as they were; and [ at lengit thought I was 
quite well enough off as [ then was. God made me, and would 
‘take care of me; and all that was necessary for me to do, was to 
live a good moral life in this world, which would insure me con- 
stant happiness, But, alas! although secreted under the cloak of 
carnal security, and charmed with the syren voice of the enemy, 
cerying Peace. peace | when God had never spoken it, 1 yel found 
that substantial happiness was still a stranger to my. breast. ‘True, 
there was a degree of satisfaction in walking after the vain ima- 
ginations of my own heart ; but when Death, that shocking in-- 
truder, presented his bold visage: to my Imagination, all was dark 
and gloomy, although | thought all w ould be we II, and really 
supposed that my ‘daily walk and conversation was much better 
than those calling themselves Christians. In this way I lived for 
more than two years, without, [ think, the feast strivings of the 
spirit of God, being apparently j Mm the state of Ephraim of old, 
when joined to his idols. 
gut what! you are ready to ask, and God still condescend to 
call one so hardened in sin, so self-r izhteous in their own sight ? 
Yes, glory to God’s holy name, once more he called — that bless- 
ed. grieved, repulsed Spirit called, I doubt not for the last time. 
‘But O, what was my anguish of soul to behoid my awful condt- 
tion. The kind counsel of beloved friends, the instructions of a 
faithful ministry, the blessed precepts and example of pious pa- 
rents —all, all trodden under foot; even the Son of God, — 
and-the-blood-of- the Covenant-counted-an unholy thing. But, 
notwithstanding all this, the blessed Savior, on a humble confes- 
gion, and a forsaking of sin, freely forgave me, and said, Go in 
peace, thy sins, which are many, are forgiven. And although, at 
10* 
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the time my sense of guilt left me, I did not experience that 
ecstasy of joy which many of my brethren and sisters do, yet by 
trying in my weak way, to obey God as his Spirit, [ trust, taught 
me, I soon felt strong in the Lord and in the power of his might, 


I enjoyed great peace of mind fora number of weeks. But, at 


length, I began to feel dark aud gloomy in my mind; it seemed 
to me, that. ‘the powers of darkness stood. between me and my 
Savior. My soul was indeed troubled; I scarcely knew what 


course to take; and had it not been for the experience of older 
- Christians, Tshoutd indeed have cast away my confidence, sup- 
posing I had never made my peace with God, but was still in the 


gall of bitterness and in the bonds of iniquity. — But by continu- 
ing in prayer, and reading the holy scriptures, with the assistance 
of the Holy Spirit, the powers of. darkness gave way, and [ re- 
joiced in God. Yet I soon felt the need of a deeper work of 
orace in my heart. I often experienced a great degree of the 
love of God in my heart, which enabled me to rise above former 
prejudices, and tell, in the great congregation, what Jesus had 
done for my soul; and entreat poor dying sinners, that were 


bound with me to the solemn judgment, to come and see how _ 


merciful Jesus is—how ready to receive poor sinners, of whom I 
was chief. 


Yet many times, after having in my weak way obeyed God: 


the enemy would suggest to my mind that my motive was wrong. 


Instead of: being actuated by the pure love of God in my heart, 


and a desire to benefit my dear fellow-travellers to the eternal 
_world, I was actuated by the love of self, and the desire of man’s 


applause caused me to do many things which L otherwise should 
leave undone. And O, how Wiserible have I been for weeks 


together. My only consolation was, that Jesus knew my heart. 
But as | read in Scripture, that the heart is deceitful above all 


things, I thought it possible that | might be deceived in regard to 
duty ; yet whenever I thought God - called me to duty — wher- 
ever I was at meeting, where. liberty for remark was given, and I 
improved, my soul at the time was always carried oth carth to 
heaven, [ always felt that God was my all. At other times, | 
felt that I was not altogether what I should be; the evil propen-— 
sity of my heart to lightness and vanity, and to speak unadvisedly — 
with my lips, | found was almost daily leading me into bondage, 


from which I scarcely could expect a release, except by dea th ; 
for I never indulged the thought, that God had viven me the 


power to conquer all my besetting sins. Yet whenever I ap- 
proached the mercy-seat, especially in secret, I always felt con- 
demned while pleading with my dear Savior to forgive my many | 
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snown sins, —when I told him I was without excuse, for he had 
aught me his grace was sufficient for me, and in ev i time of 
~-emptation he ‘had inade way for my escape. ‘This was a point 
[ often dwelt upon with great perplexity of mind : F wenichetaal 
why [could not live Without sinning. But supposing that this 
state of holiness belonged exclusiv ely to the inhabitants of hea- 
yen, my soul often fo; aged for a release from this body of sin and - 
Teath, that T might love my God with all my heart ; yet my prayer 
ontinually to. God was, to make me just what he W ould have me 
o be. One day, feeling an unusual desire to be just what God 
equired me to be: [ retired to a grove, and in the fulness of my 
soul prostrated myself before God, begging of him to make me 
ust what I should be, in order to serve him. How long I re- 
nained communing with my God, is more than T ean tell; whether 
n the body or out of the body | cannot tell; but this ond thing 
ean tell, that language is lame, and an ange s tongue | believe 
nadequate to express the jov, the ecstasy of Joy that then filled 
ny soul. arose from the earth ; [seenied to breathe the pure 
tmosphere of heaven and tread on hallowed ground. T saw my- 
elf to be nothing, and less than nothing, and my Savior to be all 
and in all. For a number of wecks can truly say that my peace 
vas like a river gently gliding its way to the ocean. At length [ 
net with my dear brethren and sisters in conference, and heard 
chem tell the exercise of their minds. I began to compare my 
own experience with theirs; and Satan took advantage of my 
snorance, and thought that I had read Bible anid prayed 
all imagimation was taken for reality, and I was still destitute of 
he pure love of God in my heart, as.my experience dithered from 
heirs. Known unto’ God alone is the heart-rending scene 
hrough whieh [then passed; but [ still kept reading and. pray- 
ong, hoping still that was a child of God, though very unlike 
vhat I should be. Soon after this T was, in the providence of 
aod, permitted to attend a class-meeting ; there I heard the im- 
vortance of being holy in heart urzed upon the members of the 
class; but T struck in my own heart against the doctrine, not be-- 
tieving it the doctrine of the Bible. Still I enjoyed the meeting 
—was quite happy; and when the time arrived. for the next 
nceting, [ was present. I continued to attend by invitation some 
ime. 

There was soon. to be a quarterly meeting in this section of 
country. Although some miles distant, I felt a creat desire to 
ttend. Encouraged by some of my good Methodist friends, I 
ttended. . There, for the first time in my life, I was led to see 
hat the doctrine of Holiness or entire Sanctification was taught 
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in the Bible. I heard the doctrine clearly exhibited, from the 
foundation of Scripture, recorded in Matth. vii. 21, by the Pre- 
siding Elder. I then saw that the state of holiness, which I had 
ever “considered as belonging exclusively to the inhabitants: of 
heaven, had come down to Earth; and O, what glorious tidings 
to my poor, hungry, starving soul! I hailed it with j Joy, and felt 
determined, in the strength ‘of God, that I would seek day and 
night, for a full redemption from sin. Accordingly, I returned 
home, believing that God would, for his.own name’s sake, hear 
and answer prayer. But O, what a struggle! It sometimes seem- 
ed that the powers of darkness would conquer ; at others the soft 
hand of Jesus would wipe away my tears, and [ would still have 
hope of coming off victorious. My nights were restless, my food 
tasteless. In the agony of my soul, one night, on retiring to 
rest, I fell prostrate before the Lord, begging of him to pity me. 
I told him he knew that my strength was perfect weakness, and 
of myself I could do nothing ; but he had taught me in his word 
that [ could do all things through him strengthening me. | 
therefore begged of him to strengthen me, that I might take hold 
of his promise, Ask and ye shall receive, for I told him he had 
taught me in his Word, that he was more willing to give me his 
Holy Spirit, than my_ dear earthly parents were to give me good 
gifts. [ besought him to give me that faith whic h Jacob had 
when he prevailed with the angel, for | told him he had taught 
me that the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the vio- 
lent take it by force. While pleading in this way with my dear. 
Savior, | felt in a great measure relieved from my. oppressive 
burden, I really believed that he looked upon me in pity, and that 
he would grant my request. [ retired to rest, and soon fell 
_ asleep, for the first time for about a week —except for a few mo- 
ments I would be lost in sleep, which was succeeded by hours of 
watching in agony of soul. But this night my sleep was sweet 
and undisturbed, and the passages of Scripture in proof of my 
heavenly doctrine were without number arranged before the eyes. 
of my understanding even in sleep. The next morning I arose 
very happy, supposing the refreshment from sleep was ‘the prin- 
cipal cause ; my food relished well ; my household duties, which 
for nearly a week had proved a burthen, were now executed with 
great joy ; nothing seemed burthensome, but every thing seemed 
light and pleasant. I remained in this frame of mind throughout 
‘the day and night following, praying in faith, nothing doubting. 
‘The next morning, which was the Sabbath, I felt a strong desire 
to go from the house into a wood at some distance, that Tight 
hold converse with my dear Savior, where I could raise my voice 
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with my desires, assured that none but God could there see or 
hear me. was in the month of January ; and, while was 
prostrate on the cold ground, [ there received the Witness that I 
was all the Lord’s; I] knew that not one tie bound me to earth ; 
I felt-assured that the last tie was broken; before I was aware 
my soul made me like the chartots of Aminidab, and I longed to 


tell to all around what a dear Savior [ had found. I immediately. 


repaired to the house of prayer and praise, and there tried in my 
weakness and ignorance, to tell what Jesus had done for me. 

It is now ‘about eighteen months since that glad morning, and 
my soul sull rejoices ina full salvation, and the sincere desire of 


my heart and prayer to God is, that | may ever be found at the 


feet of Jesus. humble, watehful and prayerful, living by faith on 
the Son of God ; foe | feel that my time on earth 1s short, and 
what I do [ must do quickly. 

“Now, dear brethren, [have done all T ean, dha 1 cheerfully 
subinit: to your judgment ney humble offering, believing that if 


consider It worthy a pl ice In your “precious periodical, the 


GuIpE, you will there insert it, or:such a part of it as you deem 
proper. If you, under God, consider it better suited to the col- 
imns of a newspaper, you are at liberty to lave it there inserted ; 

rif unworthy your notice, [ will say Amen. My unworthy soul 
ongs to see each one of God’s dear children in the possession of 


erfect’ Love, that poor dying sinners may see they have been - 


vith Jesus. Pray for me, my brethren. 
‘Yours in the bonds of Christian love. 


Convregationalist. 


Springfield, Me., June, 244. 


GU AS A PRE ACTIER. 


We have " ard of many instances of individuals being led to the enjoy- 
nent ofa full salvation, through the instrumentality of the Gurpe. Lest we 
“should seem to boast, we have but seldom referred to such incidents, Yet 
we always feel grateful when we receive such accounts as the following 


EXPERIENCE 


Having received much good from perusing the Guipr, and es- 


rectally the account of personal experience contained therein, I 
tesire to cast my mite into the treasury of the Lord, through the 
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‘mediiim of its pages, by selatiag the dealings of God with my 


soul for a few weeks past. 

In the year 1539, being about nineteen years of age, “the Lord 
called me by his Spirit, to renounce the world and ihe things of» 
it, and spend the rest of my days in loving and serving ‘him, 
For a while, I journeyed along the King’s highway with cheer- 
fulness and alacrity, wondering at the indifferenes of those who 
had been a long time in the way. But alas! soon those with . 


whom I associated told me, that | must go slower. [ asked the 


reason why. Because, says one, if you go too fast you will fall 


down. ‘They told me that'l should soon be overwhelmed with 


doubts and fears; that I could not be cleansed from all sin until 


death ; and that I must goon fearing and doubting wiiether | 


was a Christian or not. This instruction soon damped ardor,” 
and I gradually settled down into a state of carnal security, and 
the belief, that if I did as well as those around me, I was ina 
fair way to heaven. I continued in a state of coldness and stu- 
pidity, like Peter, following Jesus afar off, with one or {WO ex- 
ceptions, until the fall of 1842, when a few numbers of the Guipe 


were thrown in my way. I read them at first in a cursory man- 


ner, without finding my heart much interested in the doctrine 
taught j in them ; but gradually my eyes were opened, and I saw 


that a deeper work of grace was taught there, than I had ever 
-experienced. I became fully convinced, that it was my duty to 


consecrate all to Christ. But, instead of taking my Bible, and 
going to Christ, with a desire to be taught ‘by the Spirit, 4 
thought I must wait until IT had some one to instruct me, some 
one who enjoyed the blessing of perfect love. I looked around 
me, but could see no one whom I thought was living in a state 
of entire consecration; there were none in our family, who 
thought much, if any, on the subject, although they were all 
(with one exception) the professed followers of Christ. 

After a time I came to the conclusion that I must give up the 


subject, and think no more about it. But was not satisfied ; 


and from that time until September, 1843, I had frequent mis-_ 
givings of heart, Knowing I was living in the neglect of duty. | 
can but adore the long-suffering mercy of God in sparing me so 
long, and at length plucking me as-a brand from the burning. 
In the month of September, God in his providence direoted the 
steps of one who enjoys the blessing of sanctification, to the place 
of my residence. ‘Thinking that perhaps this was as favorable 
an opportunity as I should ever have of seeking the blessing of 
perfect love, I could not rest satisfied where I was. I felt that 
the blessing was for me, and that I must have it. I went to this 
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brother, and frankly told him my feelings. He took me by the 
hand as it were, and led me to Christ. T heard the Savior say, 
“This is the way, walk ye in it.’ [saw that I must lay all on | 
the altar, “which sanctifies the gift.” [ saw nothing which [- 
could hold back from Christ. All that was wanting was only to 
believe. 
[retired to rest one night, after a season of conversation and 
prayer, determined not to give up the subject until T had receiv-. 
ed the blessing. The language of my heart was, ‘“ Lord, I wi 
not let thee go, except thou bless me ;".** Lord, I do bellows 
—sand soon he spake peace to my troubled soul. — But, as | had 
not that rapturous joy which some have, I thought perhaps I had 
not received the blessing sought for. | Again my mind was be- | 
clouded ;_ I was tempted to stop secking, or even thinking of the 
subject more. But [ could not. I felt that there was a fulness 
an Christ, and I longed to partake of that fulness. -T remained 
in that state of mind two days, when I came to the conclusion, 
that [ must have it now, or not at all. I retired to my chamber, 
and threw myself on my knees, determined not to rise until Thad 
received the witness that I was cleansed from all sin. I could 
pray for nothing only that I might be blessed, and blessed now. 
Soon my soul was. filled with an overwhelming flood of light. I 
could see my Savior just before me, and felt that I could lean 
upon his bosom, and rest in -safety. I saw beauty in Christ 
which | never saw before; he seemed all love ,— my. soul was 
melted. But language fails ine while I attempt to disclose my 
feelings. could only say, What a Savior! what a For 
most of the time since that period, my peace has been like the 
tranquil, ever-flowing river, which remains unruflled amid those 
trials and perplexities which otherwise prove vexatious. I had 
uo idea before, how:much might be enjoyed here of the things 


which God. has prepared for them that love him. In the lan- 
cuage of the poct I can say, 


RA is Heaven below, my Redeemer to know. 


[f we can “enjoy so much on earth, O what will it be when we 
surround the throne, and with immortal tongues sing praises to 
God and the Lamb: Feeble language cannot express the con- 
ceptions [ have of those mansions of rest which remain for the 
people of God. When I contemplate this theme, I am lost in 
wonder and admiration. And it is truly a matter of wonder, 
that God should condescend to raise such guilty creatures as we 
are to such a place of endless felicity. O, eternity will not be 
any too long to spend in praising God for his infinite condescen- 
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sion. Why will not Christians, in view of these prospects, come 
and taste of the blessed fatness there is in Christ? O how can 
they stay away! I am sure they would not, if they knew how. 


much they lose by it. I sincerely regret that I did not come to | 


the fountain sooner, and by my lite and conversation bear test- 


~ mony to the excellency of the religion which I professed. 0, if 


I had, how much consolation I might have enjoyed, which I did 
not, when passing through the furnace of affliction. I now find 
that no outward circumstances, no bodily pains, can disturb the. 
deep peace which pervades the soul, when it is stayed on the 
Rock of ages. I have had many trials and temptations, but by 


“looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,’ | 


have been enabled to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 

one. ‘I can face a frowning world,’ while I feel the encircling 
arms of Jesus’s love around me, for I -know that I shall not be 
moved. And, having once bastad of that good word of life, [am 
determined, by the help of the Lord, to persevere, until [ reach 


the celestial city, and there I hope to spend an eternity in prais- 


ing the Lamb for redeeming love. M. Ix. Bo 
“Somers, Conn. | 


RESURRECTION OF TITE SAINTS. 


Fools make a mock, while scoffers say, 
Where is the great, and final day ? 

But in the destived hour shall rue, 
While saints rejoice, that God is true. 


Hark! through the air the trumpet’s peal ! 
See! opening graves their dead reveal! 
‘The Savior from the dust doth claim 

The blessed followers of His name. 


Their troubled souls are now at peace. 
For ever now their conflicts cease ; 
Their cruel foes no longer reign, 

Nor sin distresses them again, 
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